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1. EN The European Parliament represents the citizens of EU countries and is directly elected by 

them. It takes decisions on European laws jointly with the Council of the European Union. It 

also approves the EU budget. The European Parliament has Liaison Offices in all the EU capitals 

as well as regional offices in five most populous Member States, and two offices outside the EU 

(in London and Washington). 

 

2. EN European Council: the heads of state or government of the EU countries meet to define the 

general political direction and priorities of the European Union. The European Council is 

chaired by a president who is elected for a 2.5-year term, renewable once. It does not adopt 

laws except for possible EU Treaty amendments. It generally decides issues by consensus. 

 

3. EN The Council of the EU represents the governments of EU countries. The Council of the EU is 

where national ministers from each government meet to adopt laws and coordinate policies. 

Ministers meet in different configurations depending on the topic to be discussed. The Council 

of the EU takes decisions on European laws jointly with the European Parliament. 

 

4. EN The European Commission represents the common interests of the EU and is the EU’s main 

executive body. It uses its ‘right of initiative’ to put forward proposals for new laws, which are 

scrutinised and adopted by the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union. It 

also manages EU policies and the EU’s budget and ensures that countries apply EU law 

correctly. 

 

5. EN The European Central Bank and the European System of Central Banks are responsible for 
keeping prices stable in the euro area. They are also responsible for the monetary and 
exchange rate policy in the Eurozone and support EU economic policies. The ECB works with 
the national central banks of all EU countries. 

https://european-union.europa.eu/institutions-law-budget/institutions-and-bodies/search-all-eu-institutions-and-bodies/european-parliament_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/institutions-law-budget/institutions-and-bodies/search-all-eu-institutions-and-bodies/european-council_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/institutions-law-budget/institutions-and-bodies/search-all-eu-institutions-and-bodies/council-european-union_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/institutions-law-budget/institutions-and-bodies/search-all-eu-institutions-and-bodies/council-european-union_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/institutions-law-budget/institutions-and-bodies/search-all-eu-institutions-and-bodies/european-commission_en

